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mainly a change of lordship1. The Roman lord of the villa
gave place to the Teutonic lord of the manor, while the
servile cultivators of the soil remained unchanged. The ease
with which barbarian chieftains and tribesmen stepped into
the position of the Romans, and were absorbed into the com-
plex arrangements of Roman society, is explained by the
assertion that in their own country they were lords of serfs2.
Tacitus's account of the ancient Germans is interpreted to
show that their tribal system comprised manorial elements.
German slaves, when not attached to the household, were
servile tenants over whom the tribesmen exercised a
manorial authority. It was natural, then, that the Teutonic
settlements in the conquered Roman provinces should be
on manorial lines; the Teutonic and Roman land-systems
so closely resembled each other that they easily combined to
create the manorial system of mediaeval Europe3.
Admittedly no direct evidence exists to prove the con-
tinuity of the Roman villa and the English manor, but
everything is held to indicate that the process which evolved
the manor on the Continent was at work in this country.
The identity of the manorial system in England with that
of Northern France and Western Germany points to their
common origin, but the latter was clearly the outcome of
Roman influences4, and so justifies the view that similar
influences produced the English manor. Moreover, many
features of the manor can only be explained by the theory of
a Roman origin. In the first place, the distinction between
the tributary holdings of the servile tenants and the demesne,
around which they were gathered, comprised the essence
of the manorial idea5 but was absent from the economic
systems of both Wales and Germany. Welsh society included
a class of tenants, termed taeogs6, who were settled on the
soil and furnished contributions to the chief of the tribe.
But they were a separate community, situated apart from
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